
Curriculum and Communications Committee 
Nov 30, 2017 

4:30 pm 
Minutes 

 
 

The meeting began at 4:32 pm 
 

Present:   Dawn Martin, Katherine Barnes, Sarah Jones, Randy Clark, Margaret Fallow, Eric Kennedy, 
Lisa Kudwa, Maureen Altermatt, Karen Fisher, Lisa Welch, Terry McCreight, Mary Smother, 
Ray Metcalf 

 

Public Comments 
There were none. 
 

New Business 

 Transportation update – Maureen shared how open routes arise and also shared all the strategies 
that are being employed by the District to increase the number of drivers and also expedite the 
hiring and training process for new drivers.  She shared that, unfortunately, the shortage of bus 
drivers does not just affect SLCS; it is nation-wide 

 Communication for late buses - When bus routes will be significantly late (generally more than 10 
minutes behind schedule), information is shared via the website and Skylerts to families on those 
buses.  Additionally, when buses are running late after school, principals are notified so that they 
can share information with families via their building Twitter.  Whenever possible, announcements 
are also made so that students are aware of the delays as well.  An inquiry was made as to whether 
secondary students could receive Skylert emails relating to their bus via their SLCS student accounts.  
Maureen will investigate further. 

 Threat communication protocols – Maureen and Lisa Kudwa shared the District protocols for 
addressing threats and then communicating appropriately to stakeholders.  While every situation 
may be unique, there are guidelines that are followed throughout the process, including appropriate 
involvement of police.  When a threat is not found to be credible, sharing of information is generally 
limited to families in the affected building. 

 Update from Leadership Conference – Margaret and Eric shared information from their attendance 
at a recent Michigan Association of School Boards (MASB) conference. 

 

Old Business 

 District Beliefs, Mission, Logo, Slogan – The committee discussed how school districts (or individual 
schools) can effectively use “branding” to establish their identity and promote themselves to the 
broader community.  Margaret and Karen shared examples with the group.  The committee 
determined that it would be beneficial for an outside marketing professional to provide assistance.  
It was agreed that, while the District should be fiscally responsible, the expenditure of funds would 
be a worthwhile investment for the long term.  Several members of the committee volunteered to 
begin research and bring information back to the next meeting for further discussion. 
 

 
 



Other 

 Lisa Kudwa shared information about anticipated updates to two high school computer courses.  
More information will be shared at a future meeting, prior to presenting to the full Board for 
information and approval. 

 The committee had a brief discussion about career technical education. 
 

Public Comments 
There were none. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:44 pm 
 
Future meeting dates – 4:30 pm 
December 14 
January 11 
February 8 
March 15 
April 12 
May 17 
 


